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Occupational Therapy Program Essential Functions 

In addition to meeting the academic standards required for Concordia University Wisconsin’s 
Occupational Therapy Program, a student must be able to perform the essential functions listed below 
without, or with, reasonable accommodations. These essential functions are consistent with 
occupational therapy practice as outlined by the AOTA Guide to Occupational Therapy Practice for 
satisfactory completion of all aspects of the program curriculum as well as for the development of 
appropriate professional skills and attributes consistent with occupational therapy practice. The 
essential functions apply in classroom, tutorial, laboratory, clinical, and fieldwork settings.  
 
Requested accommodations may not be guaranteed if they eliminate essential program elements or 
alter the OT curriculum.  
 
Please read each skill listed below, in each category, and initial in accordance with your ability, 
reading the headers carefully. 
 

Cognitive Skills 

I can complete 
independently, 

without 
accommodations. 

I can complete 
with reasonable 

accommodations. 

I cannot 
complete. 

learn independently from written materials for 30-
40 hours a week 

   

actively attend to classroom activities (lecture, 
labs, etc.) for 8 hours a day 

   

remember and process multiple pieces of 
information simultaneously to make clinical 
judgements 

   

manage and prioritize multiple competing 
demands on one's time and effort in both the 
short and long term 
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Cognitive Skills, continued 

I can complete 
independently, 

without 
accommodations. 

I can complete 
with reasonable 

accommodations. 

I cannot 
complete. 

acknowledge limitations and obtain appropriate 
assistance to provide safe client care 

   

interpret, integrate, and analyze complex 
information, perform clinical problem-solving, and 
synthesize and apply information from the 
discipline of occupational therapy and related 
disciplines to formulate accurate diagnostic and 
treatment judgments. 

   

reliably and critically self-evaluate professional, 
technical, and personal skills that contribute to 
positive patient/client outcomes. 

   

accept constructive criticism and respond by 
appropriate modification of behavior 

   

manage one’s own time and others’ effectively 
and efficiently 
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Motor Skills, continued 
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Social & Emotional Skills 

I can complete 
independently, 

without 
accommodations.
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Students who indicate needing accommodations to accomplish any of the essential functions will need 
to work with CUW’s Accessibility Services. To receive services, the student, according to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), must have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 
more major life activities. In addition, students must provide appropriate documentation which supports 
the physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities. In order to 
receive accommodations, please review the Accessibility Services website at 
https://www.cuw.edu/academics/services/student-academic-resources/academic-resource-
center/accessibility-services/index.html  or call the Academic Resource Center (ARC) at 262.243.2623. 
 
Thank you to the Sacred Heart University Occupational Therapy program, and the East Carolina University 
Occupational Therapy program. 

 
 
I acknowledge I have read and am able to perform the Essential Functions, without or with 

accommodations as noted above, of an Occupational Therapy student at Concordia University 

Wisconsin. I understand that reasonable accommodations may be provided, but are not guaranteed, 

for applicants with disabilities who self-disclose and who work with our Academic Resource Center to 

request those accommodations. 

 
Student Name:            
 
 
Student Signature:            
 
 
Date:  ________________________ 
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